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By I{‘.I SCHACHTER

Cn Monday, AMearch 20, 1977, a
recruiter from the Ceatral In-
telligence Agency's Foreign

roadcast Information Center
(FBIS) visited Cnlu’nbxa
University.

The recruiter, a former C\ol-
umbia student, met with two
Columbia department

chairmen to discuss the pro-

spects of finding students
qualified to become CIA foreign
language specialists. Such
talent, he was told, was
“sparse,” but one professor
provided the names of three
possible recruits and the other

promised “to be on the lookoul‘»

for qualified persons.’

The recruiter's visit is
described in an internal CIA
memorandum, one of thousands
recently released to Spectator
under terms of the federal
Freedom of Information Act.
While no similar recriaitment

efforts are described in the do-.

cumerts, this meeting repre-
sents a pattern in the CIA’s
relationships with Cclumbia
faculty members over more
than thirty years.

The recruiter had studied
with one of the department
chairmen during his years at
Columbia. They shared a pro-
fessional interest—Eastern
language studies, according to
the FBIS documents. The CIA
employee and the Columbia
professors were working in se-

‘parate, but overlapping,-

spheres: they knew each other
and could help each other.
That common ground has
been the foundation of contacts
between faculty members and
the CIA since as long ago as

1950, the CIA documents show.

And while relationships bet-
ween the Agency and faculty
members may not be as formal
as they were in earlier years,
they continue until today.

-CIA Director Adm. Stansfield
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Turner, in fact, will nct even
promise that the Agency has

rangements with Columbia
faculty members. Congres-
sional investigators, mean-
while, have found that such |
relationships existed, in 1976, on
over one hundred American col-
lege campuses. ..

Who are the Columbxa faculty
members that maintain con-
tacts with the CIA? The names
of some of them appear in the
papers released to Spectator,
Other names have been blacked
out by the CIA to protect the
identities of those who, accor-
ding to the CIA lawyers, have
“strictly academic-based and
non-covert” relationships with
the Agency “which must re-
main confidential.™ ’

The names of the department
chairmen involved in the March
1977 meeting, for instance, have
been withheld by the CIA. One i
is identified as **Dr. (14-space dele-
tion) chairman of the Department
of (22-space deletion) at Columbia
University.”” The other is cailed
“Prof. (14-space deletion) who is
chairman of the (25-space dele-
tion) department at Columbia and
on the staff of (24-space deletion)
and the (27-space deletion).”

Comparing the length of the
deleted phrases with the 1977
roster of department chairmen, it
appears‘that the first reference i is
to Herschel Webb, chairman of the
Department of East Asian
Languages and Cultures. ‘The se-
cond seems to refer to James
Morley, chairman of the Depart-

ment of Political Science and a
1977 at the .

staff member in
Scuthérn Asian Institute.

* Neither Webb or Morley denied
participating in discussions with a
CIA recruiter, but neither recalled
the March 1977 meeting.’

“I don’t see any reason why
anybody in March 1977 would have
come to me with questions of that
sort,” Webb said in an interview,
*“because I wasn’t chairman of the
departinent at the time.”

According to the office of the

identify potential recruits without

such covert recruiting was *'in no

O
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Dean of Graduate Faculties. Webb
became chairman on April 1.

*I suppose I've known quite a
number of people who've worked
for the CIA,"” Webb said. *'1 can’t
categorically state in the hundreds
and hundreds of people ['ve talked
to since I became decpartment
chairman that there wasn’t one
who said he might be involved in
recruiting for the government " he
added.

Morley said that he “can'trecall
anything about™ a 1977 meeting
and *“can't think of a student of
mine who is recruiting.”” But
Morley, like Webb, a Japan spe-
cialist, said he too knew several!
employees of the intelligence agen-
cy.

Both Webb and Morley said they
never gave students’ names to the
CIA unless a student asked for help
gclt.m" a job with the Agency. The
A{'er.cy has acknowledged con-
tracting with college professors to

informing students that the CIA
was considering employing them.

The University Senate resolved
in 1978 that faculty involvement in

case” permissable.

It is not clear what happened to
the three students’ naines given to
the recruiter by one of the pro-
fessors. The recruiter's report
states that these wnames, and
others, had carlier been given toa
“John Fitzgerald’ by the School of

" International Affairs’ “‘placement
officer.”

In 1977, Eric Kochier. now a
career counselor, was the assistant
dean of SIA responsible for job|
placement. Kocher did not recall|
such a list, but noted he had
repeated public contacts with
James Fitzgerald, director of the
CIA’s local personnel office.

Kocher said he remembered an

occassion similar to that described
in the documents. “'There was a
supervisor or someone superior to
Fitzgerald, piobably a supervisor,
I guess from Washington, who
came to Columbia . . . to try tofind
just what the possibilities for
students with language abilities
might be.”

izus

James Fitzgerald said he does
not “remember Eric Kocher ev er
giving me any list of names.’
Visits from alumni like the March
1977 tnp occur, he said, “‘on occa-=
sion,”" though usually without his!
office’s knowledge.

The 1977 episode, according to!
President McGill, **does sound like,
a traditional CIA recruiting prac-
tice.”" He termed ‘‘suspect’’:the
two chairmen's meetings with the
Agency representative.

**‘What is objectionable about
that is an approach to a member of
the faculty on a clandestine or con-
fidential basis, while they are con-
temporaneously recruiting out in
the open,” McGill said.

» But the President refused to
commit himself to investizating
the episode. *“More subslantial
evidence™ and an *‘egregrious act

that seems to violale the
canous of conduct of a facuity
member” would be prercqmsnes‘
for uaiversity action on such a
maiicr, he raid. ) ‘

Like Webb and AMorley, several!
Colui:bia political soientists main-|
tain &
with the CIA, Aszistant Professor

of Governurent Thomas Bernstein,
Associate Professor of Govern-
ment Andrew Nathan, and Sewer-
yn Lialer, acting director of the
Rescarch Institute on Interna-
tionai Change, obtain decuments
from the Agency for use in classes,
and rosearch.

Naihan once sought CIA ana-
-ysts’ comments on an academic
paper. Bernstein said he "knowsf'

i
i
)

tion cf the agency and find(s) tha(‘
very useful” in his research.
Nzthan, Berustein and Bialer in-!
sisted they never receive classified
matc.ial from the Agency. The do-
cuments they obtain from the
CIA’s Coordinator for Academic

Rescarch, they said, are generally
not cvailable elsewhere. Most in-
volves statistics ot Soviet and
Chincse economics and politics.

Such visits, Kocher:
said, “*didn’t happen very often.’ |
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Colu:nbia scholars—if the recently steering committee that developed P
relecned decuments tell the whole | the Russian-English dictionary.
story —-maintain contacts with the With him on the panel were Pro-
CIA for overt and benign pnrposes.i fessor of Physics LI Rabi. who
that has not always been the case. had worked on the Manhattan Pro-
'l‘h:'ougl'.oullhelSSOsandintpthe‘ ject at Columbia, and Schuyler
'60s, professors sought .and Walldce, then . director of SIA.
directed ClA-financad research, iWallace had directed the wartime
but concealed the AZrniy's Spoi- program that prepared Amcrican
sorship of the woik frent col- soldiers to govern occupied courn-
leagues, students aud thie public. tries. A
Studies of *‘seientific break- The most direct link of all |
throughs'™~ at -Teachers College related the CIA to Columpia's RuS~"
(TCy, persenality theory at the sian Instituie. The insh.tule was
Neuropsychiatric Institute and founded in 1956 by Geroid Robxr'l-
“Spviet psychological warfare™ at son, who during the war was chief
- a Columbia center in Virginin were of the USSR division of the:
all initiated by Columbia pro- research and analysis brancl_}' of
- fessors who had personal ties to the the Office of Strategic Services
U.S. military and intelligence com- tQSS)‘, 0SS was America'_s first in-
munities. . B telligence agency, the warlime
" The same held true for a project predecessor to the CIA.
‘aimed at developing a Russian- In 1959, Robinson invited 50 CIA,-
‘Enuglish technical dictionary and a forgign service and armgd fgrces
proposal inviting CIA and military officers to study at the institute.
officers to study at Columbia’s .Documents indicated the CIA's
Russian Institute, o response could ot be found by the
The TC study was proposed and Agency. That generation of World | - -
directed by Professor of, Natural War II relationships has ended | XM : :
Sciences Frederick Fitzpatrick. a with the deaths or retirements of et e e 1
U.S. Naval Reserve Commander the principals. The new genera- CU > ,Dl:_ ;rn
who served as officer in charge of tion's ties to the intelligence com- - I pro.)-ect, t
the Navy's curriculum section munity, according to the docu- g - study- SOVIQ(..:.V.VEI.
from 1943-1945. Fitzpatrick, who ments and interviews with pro- _fal:e papers. ..
died in 1976, was said by colleagues fessors, ~are more remoate and -
to have had many connections with open. o ' . .
Navy personnel in Washington, But secret relationships, which
William Thetford, now a retired would necessarily go unrevealed in
professor of medical psychiatry, the papers released to Spectator,
worked from 1360 to 1966 on studies may persist between Columbia

professors and the Agency.
_ President McGill concluded in
1977 that, from evidence available

of human personality that were
funded by CIA front organizations.
‘In a letter to President McGill of

October 1977, Thetford stated he | 1€ him -no such relationships ex-
-knew throughout that time the real isted. In a letter, he asked Adm.
‘source of the funding. He had| Turner of the CIA for, confirmation

' of his findings. . L v e

learned of it from Harold Wolff, a
former colleague at the Cornell
University School of Medicine who
founded one of the front organiza-
tions with the CIA's aid.

Thetford wrote that he later
regretted “‘not dissociating mysell
from the sources of funding.” but

Turner wrote back that McGill's
statement was *‘not a conclusion
that I am prepared to either affirm
or deny.”” Turner said personal
service -contracts and other rela-
tionships ‘were often entercd into
by the Agency with academics and

L ) . ‘others. Some of these contacts, he |
indicated he believed at the time wrote, could not be disclosed for :

he was serving the country by per- Sccurity reasons, but ‘most were ‘Aright)
forming the work. kept . confidential to protect in-| the~ Russian-.In-

Most telling of the origins of Col- ‘dividuals from . “harassment or | Stitute, ..~ the
umbia’s early ties to the CIA are}  gper, adverse “consequences.” | university’s. :
the relationships involoved with| pisclosure,” then, is -"left to (he| direct-link -wi
the three Russian-oriented pro-\ discretion of the individuals involv-| “the CIA. -

jects. R ) “ed.” Turncr explained. - -~ " | .-
From 1954 to 1955, Columbia -

.operated the Virginia-based War
. “*Documentation Project, a study of
- captured documents on Soviet
psychological warfare. Philip
Mosely, director of the Russian In-
stitute from 1951 to 1954, served as
_a consultant on the project. During
World War II, Mosely was a State.
Department officer, and he repre-
sented the U.S. at the Moscow and
Potsdam Conferences. ’
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